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SEE THE ALL NEW 2020 LAND ROVER DEFENDER 


PLEASE JOIN US ТО CELEBRATE 
THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH 2020 6:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 
THE GRAND OPENING OF OUR NEWLY REMODELED SHOW FLOOR 


OUR SOTH YEAR ANNIVERSARY AS А JAGUAR DEALER 


*WINNING THE PRIDE OF JAGUAR AWARD 
*THIS AWARD IS THE HIGHEST HONOR A JAGUAR RETAILER CAN RECEIVE. 


ONLY 12 OUT OF 170 RETAILERS EARNED THIS LIMITED EDITION AWARD. 


THE EVENING WILL INCLUDE COCKTAILS SPONSORED BY PRAIRIE ORGANIC SPIRITS, 
HORS’DOEURVES FROM GOOD DAY CAFE, LIVE STEINWAY PIANO MUSIC PROVIDED BY 
SCHMITT MUSIC CENTER, ACANDY STATION FROM ARTFUL LIVING MAGAZINE, AND MORE! 


YOU WILL EVEN BE ABLE TO GET YOUR PHOTO TAKEN WITH THE AMAZING 2020 DEFENDER. 


WE WILL HAVE A SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION WITH ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO THE 
CHILDREN'S CANCER RESEARCH FUND. 


A ТАМО 
OT <ROVER 
JAGUAR R.SVP FOR TICKETS ТО 763 222-2205 == 


ABOVE & BEYOND 


763 222-2200 8905 WAYZATA BLVD, 
JaquarlandroverMinneapolis.corn GOLDEN VALLEY MN 55426 
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zn = You are not alone! Camp True Colors and Family Camp 
ONE HEARTLAND True Colors offer a safe place where you are free to 
~ s express your true identity. 


Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ young people ages 7-17 depending on the session. 


Family Camp True Colors for families with family member(s) of any age with an LGBTQ+ 
identity. - 


Participants enjoy traditional summer camp activities, 
as well as opportunities to build community with others 
with similar shared experiences. 


Registration is open! Register before February 20 for a 
10% discount. Located in Willow River, MN. 


For more information visit oneheartland.org or email 
camp@oneheartland.org 
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The 2020 Subaru Ascent. The biggest Subaru SUV ever with room for ир to 8 passengers. 
Choice of second-row captain’s chairs or bench seating. Standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology, and stadard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + up to 27 mpg. 


7801 LYNDALE AVENUE S. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


" COLDWELL BANKER 
Roof Snow - REALTY 


Removal and 
Ice Dam 


Steamer e ^ 
Service SN 


“The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve” 


Mariypforipelg 


612-508-9396 
Send text for fast service - 
* “ir х >+ 


Or email through website - 


RendaTheRoofer@gmail.com 
BC#759085 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella@cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


Julie Childs 


4 MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 


Specializing in depression, anxiety, 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


family of origin, abuse, trauma, 
coming out issues, life transitions, 


addictions, clinical supervision. 
| АИ | 
Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 


collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 


Office: (651) 783-5656 


2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


QUORUM 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 
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A team dedicated 
to understanding 
where you want 
to go and helping 
you get there. 


MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


Lawyers you know. 


BEST & FLANAGAN 


Get the perfect smile 
you've always wanted. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Springing Into Action 


The day was Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020. Groundhog Day. Super Bowl Sun- 
day. A day where we reveled in the slickly produced bombast of football 
and commercials, and whether or not a rodent saw its shadow. Truly, two 
birds with one stone. But what stood out the most on that day for Minne- 
sotans was far more important: it was 45 degrees outside. In Minnesota. 
In early February. Doth spring beckon for us early? Are we free from the 
bleak gray of winter’s unforgiving kiss? 

Well, obviously, of course not, as the temps sunk back down to the 
30s and 20s by the end of the week. I mean, what did we honestly expect? 
But for that brief day of sweater weather and intermittent sunshine, it 
was spring again, and it got us all the more excited for the REAL season 
of spring to eventually show up. Thus, hark! Here be the 2020 Spring 


Home + Garden Issue! 


In this issue, we preview this year’s Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show, we learn about the kitchen and bath design prowess of Mingle, 
and we prepare our roofing projects with Renda the Roofer. We also 
learn about the gardening and horticulture classes provided the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota’s Landscape Arboretum. 

But that’s certainly not all, because we have a special interview with 
the one and only trash cinema icon himself, John Waters! Catch up with 
the iconic Filth Elder prior to his stop in Minneapolis on Feb. 29. We also 
take a special look at local GLBT employee resource groups and how 
they support queer employees. 

So fret not, dear readers! Spring is within our grasp! Get those green 


thumbs ready! I 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. • GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, СЕР", ChFC®, CASL™, CAP® 


Senior Financial Planner, 


Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business 
Leader of the Year 

100 S 5th St, Suite 2300, 
Minneapolis MN 55402 


SSE covret formes 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
| 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


rmoltaji@financialguide.com салм узом: PLAN Relational tee 


Call Roya today at 
952-769-2126 


WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


Securities and investment advisory services offered through qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, 
LLC. Member SIPC. Roya, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies. 
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612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


CRN202010-238440 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


From Cybersilk Road to Front 
Porch-Threads of Thoughts 


I learned to use chopsticks when I was seven or eight, during those 
occasions my parents and I dined in downtown Hartford at the Far East 
Garden. Dad was keen I learn to operate chopsticks properly, calling the 
restaurant owner to advise. Far East Garden’s enchanting red lanterns 
illuminated a prominent framed portrait of Sun Yat-Sen. 

No doubt one of the enticing flavors in those shared dishes was gar- 
lic, absent in our own kitchen. I first saw real garlic when a friend’s mom 
rubbed a clove into a wooden salad bowl. 

At college, the Hong Kong in Harvard Square became a lure and in- 
spiration; those days, one could observe Julia Child shopping at Save- 
nor's, and everyone aspired to culinary excellence. Accessorizing my 
first kitchen, I took the plunge. A standard press, with a perforated hop- 
per and handles. Peel clove, insert, squish, clean. Repeat. “Peel” and 
“clean,” consumed as much effort as the rest of the meal. I switched to 
powder, but still bit at any new garlic gimmick. A little saucer with swirls 
of raised, serrated teeth worked а charm-until knuckles confronted said 
sharp, ceramic teeth. 

Today, a brass-knucks concept. The bottom a flattened, curved steel 


plate with holes; the plate curving up forming an integral handle, allow- 
ing the presser’s full strength to bear. In a fortnight, it travelled 6,832 
miles from China; a small box addressed to me with a detailed return 
address. 

How? Shaoxing City in Zhengjian Province is one of myriad places 
where everything’s made, yet is also known for fine rice wines and cul- 
tural sites. Who hand-packaged and taped the wee box? No one flew it 
over, it didn’t have its own cargo container; what organizational marvels 
accurately handle one garlic press? 

Back in Far East Garden, my knowledge of China consisted of “tea,” 
“porcelain,” “exotic dishes with rice,” and “checkers.” Telephones, no 
smarter than their users, were attached to the wall and had four-number 
dialing; long-distance was expensive; letters overseas could take weeks. 
Now, someone in Building 4 ofthe Thai Industrial Park has tagged “Boat- 
ner” as someone to alert to all things garlic. Is this a good thing? Better 
than the old? I do love my new press, and as the limerick says, it's “re- 
markably easy to clean." I 


DENTISTRY 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 


process? Calltoday for a free, no obligation 


HEALTHY SMILES 
FORALIFETIME 


Dr. Kordie Reinhold, Dr. Peter Hinke, 
Dr. Chas Salmen, Dr. Jane Puntillo 
4289 Sheridan Ave S, Minneapolis 
lindenhillsdentistry.com //612.922.6164 


Pp A EN 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
| Insurance D 


All your protection under one roof * 


look at auto and home discounts 
from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
BISHOPS MINNEAPOLIS UPTOWN 


2817 HENNEPIN AVE. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
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Where did you grow up? In the hills of 
А Огедоп 


Where do you live? Uptown, Minneapolis 


Who do you live with? My wife, Mrs. 
N Jodie Time, and three dogs: Frank, 
` George and Neco 


What is your occupation? Owner and tat- 
Y too artist, Minneapolis Tattoo Shop 


E | Њ When did you come out? 2005 
| K КІ | M ЈА! | 

/ VA f 

/ ; 


How'd that go? | was very fortunate to 
have great support from my family and 
friends. But society was really hard, and 
still can be, but it's definitely changed so 
much over the years. 


When do you wake up? Depends on if 
my wife keeps me up watching reality TV 
with her! Typically 9 a.m. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
Google Home alarm, my phone alarm, 
and my wife's phone alarm. 


What's the first thing you do in the 
morning? Wake my dogs up and annoy 
my wife. 


Breakfast? Half a bagel 
Coffee? A must 


Cream or no? Cream, always start your 
morning with some sugar! 


How do you spend your commute: Spill- 
ing my coffee as | walk to work. 


What do you пега out for (Gaming, 
‘music, history, etc.)? Fishing (catch 
fand release, of course). I hardly catch 
anything, but love being outside! 


What music have you been digging 
lately? Always a fan for 80's hair bands! 


Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? 
Tidy, hot mess of organization! 


What's been your favorite job? Tattoo 
artist 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take 
out, or cook in? Going out for Vietnamese 
Pho 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing 
what? Have nightly dinner with my wife 
and drawing 


Bedtime: 1 a.m. 


Favorite weekend activity: BBQ'n at the 
lake with my friends and family. 


What are you most proud of and why? 
Starting Minneapolis Tattoo Shop from 
the very beginning. | had a dream: | saw 
а for rent sign in a store front, got a few 
butterflies in my stomach, and just went 
for it. | opened my doors with only seven 
dollars in my pocket, and a 24 pack of top 
ramen. Almost a decade later, | have had 
the pleasure to work with some amazing 
tattoo artists, and build great relation- 
ships with my clients. 


Words of wisdom to share: Stay humble 
and work hard. Always remember where 
you started and show appreciation to the 
people who encourage and support you. 
If it's your friends, family, co-workers or 
strangers, at some point we all help each 


other along the journey of life. и 


Photo by Jodie Time 
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OUR SCENE 


TWIN CITIES LEATHER 
WEEKEND 
Feb. 14-16 
The Saloon 
830 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
$25 (Sunday brunch buffet) 
www.twincitiesleather.com 

Get ready for the leather event of the year 
when Twin Cities Leather Weekend rocks The 
Saloon during Valentine’s Weekend! The fes- 
tivities kicks off with a special 7 p.m. meet and 
greet on Friday, followed by Tank: A Leather/ 
Gear Night for everyone at 9 p.m. Saturday will 
see Kink Education Classes courtesy of Twin 
Cities Sirens and T-REXX at 12:30 p.m., and 
then the Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2020 Contest 
commences at 8 p.m., followed by a 10 p.m. 
Victory Party. Finish up this leather spectacu- 
lar with a special brunch and Bobbie Smith 
Award presentation at 11 a.m. on Sunday, and, 
of course, a Saloon shower contest at 11 p.m. 


GRRL SCOUT STOPLIGHT PARTY 
Feb. 15 

The Varsity Theater 

1308 4th St. SE, Minneapolis 


NIGHTLIFE | LIFE OF THE PARTY | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


612-217-7701 
$10.75 
www.varsitytheater.com 


Dance night dynamo GRRL SCOUT lights 
up your postValentine weekend with their 
semi-annual Queer Stoplight Party at the Var- 
sity Theater! Burn up the dance floor while DJ 
Sarah White and DJ Izzie P play hot tracks all 
night long. Haven't been to a Stoplight party? 
Visitors can claim one of three bracelets that 
best represent one's relationship status: green 
if you're single, yellow if you're more of an 
open book, and red if you're spoken for and just 
want to dance. Alexandro Rox also makes their 
GRRL SCOUT stage debut for this 214 extrava- 
ganza. Doors open at 9:30 p.m. 


DRAGGED OUT 
Feb. 21 
The Black Hart of Saint Paul 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
651-528-8028 
$6 
www.blackhartstp.com 
If it's the third Friday of the month, that 
means that Dragged Out is ready to party at 


The Black Hart in St. Paul! Hosted by Xavier, 
this diverse cast of GLBT performers will put 
on an electric drag show that can't be missed. 
Learn why these superstars have been beloved 
all over the Midwest since 2006. The action 
kicks off at 10 p.m. 


ALL THAT 90S PARTY 
Feb. 21 
First Avenue 
701 1st Ave. N., Minneapolis 
612-332-1775 
$12-15 
first-avenue.com 

Everybody dance now! In the mood for 
some No Doubt? Backstreet Boys? Maybe a 
little bit of the Spice Girls and The Fugees? 
'Then electric slide yourself down to the Main- 
room of First Avenue for this amazing evening 
of '90s dance hits from the realms of hip-hop, 
R&B, New Jack Swing, grunge, and more. Hot 
tracks from yesteryear will be spun by San 
Francisco's DJ Dave Paul and Philadelphia's DJ 
Marco for this unforgettable night of Vogue-ing 
and Hammer Time-ing, kicking off at 9 p.m. I 


Mill 


/ NEW PATIENT OFFERS: 


Gay-owned 


„| District 


‚ 599 Exam FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning 


with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


Limit one offer per patient. Offers cannot be combined. 


" Brian Peters, DDS 


Your Signof Satistaction ROELOFS 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 * Minneapolis 


LICENSE # 1095 


952-512-0110 | roelofsremodeling.com 


REMODELING & RENOVATION 


Building fine homes for over 50 years ‚.. one room at a time. 


* Authentic 
Louisiana 
Gajun food 


• Wine and 
beer available 


° 4 large TVs 
around the 
dining area 


THE PERFECT VENUE TO HOST YOUR PARTY, 
OR HAVE US GATER THE PARTY AT YOUR PLAGE. 


Dine-in or takeout 
Delivery by DoorDash, Bitesquad and Uber Eats 


• Freshest 
seafood in town 


1931 Nicollet Ave Minneapolis 
612.871.2334 * 612.871.4107 
Online order: www.cajunboilingmn.com 
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After The Fires. Image courtesy of Illusion Theater 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


= 


AFTER THE FIRES 
Through Feb. 22 
Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin Ave. N 
Minneapolis 
IllusionTheater.org 

This physical theater piece is presented by 
Transatlantic Love Affair, who develop origr 
nal work that celebrates the body as the main 
instrument in their art. After the Fires takes 
place in the future of our world, or possibly 
another, where civilization has disappeared. 
Those who are left are plagued with a myste- 
rious illness that could eventually wipe them 
out completely. Their lives can be saved if only 
the Healers could be found before time runs 
out. 


THE REAL LIFE ADVENTURES 
OF JIMMY DE LAS ROSAS 
Through Feb. 23 
Stepping Stone Theatre, 55 Victoria St.N 
St. Paul 
Steppingstonetheatre.org 

Looking to expose your kids, nieces, neph- 
ews or cousins to the world of theatre? Then 
SteppingStone Theatre should be on your list. 
Their upcoming production, and world pre- 
miere, of The Real Life Adventures of Jimmy De 
Las Rosas is all about superheroes, superpow- 
ers and exploring themes like youth homeless- 
ness and immigration. The lead protagonist, 
Jimmy, can move things with his mind and after 
his mother goes missing, he must learn how to 
use his powers to save her. 


DADDY LONG LEGS 

Through Feb. 29 

James J. Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. St. Paul 
AboutMMT.org 


Musicals can be big and flashy with huge 
ensemble numbers. That being said, some- 
times the best musicals are actually a small 


THE REAL LIFE ADVENTURES or 


JIMMY i; 


LAS 


FEB 6-23 


ROSAS 


— 
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The Real Life Adventures of Jimmy De Las Rosas. Photo courtesy of SteppingStone Theatre 


cast like The Last Five Years or the upcoming 
production of Daddy Long Legs by Minneapolis 
Musical Theatre. This two-person show follows 
the life of Jerusha Abbott, who is sent to college 
by a mysterious donor. Jerusha studies hard to 
become a writer and leave her past of living in 
an orphanage behind her as she graduates to 
become an independent and new age woman. 

The performance, while produced by Min- 
neapolis Musical Theatre, will perform in the 
historic James J. Hill House. It's not often that I 
attend a site-specific show but when I do, it's al- 
ways such a new experience and breathes new 
life into theatre. 


SUPERMAN BECOMES LOIS 
LANE 


Through March 1 
History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St., St. Paul 
www.facebook.com/HistoryTheatre 


Continuing with their season’s theme of 
strong women, after producing shows about 
Judy Garland and Gloria Steinem, the History 
Theatre will produce Superman Becomes Lois 
Lane. This show hits closer to home being 
about a former president of the Saint Paul City 


SUPERMAN 


BECOMES 


LOISLANE 


Superman Becomes Lois Lane. Image courtesy of His- 
tory Theatre 


Council, Bob Sylvester, and her very public 
transition to Susan Kimberly. Kimberly is the 
first transgender woman to become the deputy 
mayor of a major American city, and this play is 
written in her own words. It features plenty of 


12 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 13-26, 2020 


BY BREIT BURGER 


+ 
"i 
ка 
- 


| 
ee 
И 


"vm 
a TAE А үа у 


SEEN 


Фе е = 7-77 


Controlled Вит. Image courtesy of 20% Theatre Company 
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spirit and heart along with some humor as well. 
I personally am over the moon excited to see 
this show. The fact that this one-woman show, 
starring Freya Richman as Susan, was written 
by Kimberly herself shows how much depth 
and soul will be portrayed. 


CONTROLLED BURN 
Feb. 13-15 
Phoenix Theatre, 2605 Hennepin Ave. 


Minneapolis 
TcTwentyPercent.org 

I appreciate different art forms than your 
standard play and musical, which is why I 
wanted to give a shout-out to this cabaret festi- 
val. This limited run has only three shows, and 
each one features a different line-up each eve- 
ning. 20% Theatre Company gives performanc- 
es that are specifically curated to highlight an 


intersectional space for queer performers, and 
especially for people of color and with disabili- 
ties. 

Controlled Burn was originally created in 
2016 by Patrick's Cabaret, a queer-led perfor- 
mance art incubator founded in Minneapolis 
in the late 1980s. After Patrick's Cabaret per- 
formed their last performance in 2018, the 
show was entrusted to 20% Theatre Company. I 


Hours: 


ELECTRIC 
FETUS 
SOYCANDLE 
gd 


9-9M-F, 
9-8 Sat, 
11-6 Sun 


301 N Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis 
jdhoyts.com 
(612) 338-1560 
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AUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY LACI GAGLIANO 


| The Wisdom of 
| a Filth Elder:In 
^ Conversation with 


John Waters 


John Waters I has an insider tip for you: everybody in show business 
is secretly insecure; 2а. 

“Why else would 1 
we're good (in « dep) 
asked me over th 

That insight isn’t so much a revelation as it is a self-aware contrast 
with his own distinctively confident world of comedy and art, both as a 
young artist who boldly brought to life his macabre visions of sublime 
trash cinema against the zeitgeist of moral outrage in 1960s Baltimore, 
= and as a self-proclaimed “Filth Elder" today, along with other titles he 

`. proudly bears: Prince of Puke, Duke of Dirt, Pope of Trash. All are dis- 
tinguished anointments derived from his glorious oeuvre of grotesque, 
~ hyperbolic satire. 
i р ‘Crazy, he suggests, might even be the best way to characterize his 
_own.confidence in pushing through with his subversive art over the past 
fifty years. 

“For all of the artistic shocks he's gifted his audiences, his primary 
ambition is refreshingly simple: “I just want to tell stories." 

His work spans multiple mediums, though Waters is quintessential 

«in his contributions to queer cinema and counterculture. His films are 
branded in the consciousness of his revering audiences into the present 
ay, and part of his draw seems to be that he has a distinctively strong 
sense of himself and his ideas. Without his gumption, he may never have 
üssembled his central Dreamland acting troupe that generated lasting 
nce for people like Divine, Edith Massey, and Mink Stole. Like- 
ў highly memorable, socially risky, immortal scenes тау пеу- 
er hi de it to the screen (think Divine's infamous unmentionable 
snack ih Pink Flamingos). 

His ambition and work ethic sees to it that he continues offering new 


Pia 


BY LACI GAGLIANO 


materials, including his 2019 book, Mr. Know It All: The Tarnished Wis- 
dom of a Filth Elder. He’s currently working on yet another book, his 
twelfth published work, and regularly tours with live material. Waters 
returns to Minneapolis with two sold-out performances of his long-run- 
ning stage show, “This Filthy World,” Feb. 29 and March 1 at the Park- 
way Theater. In advance of his stop in the Twin Cities, I spoke with him 
about humor, art and rebellion. 

Waters is an avid reader, preferring to wind down from his long work- 
days with books. I asked for some of his favorite books from 2019, and it’s 
a sophisticated mix: Michel Huoellebecq’s Seratonin, William Rosenau’s 
Tonight We Bombed the US Capitol: The Explosive Story of M19, America’s 
First Female Terrorist Group, and Benjamin Moser’s Sontag: Her Life 
and Work, an expansive portrait of Susan Sontag. 

Humor is central to Waters’ personal philosophy; the darker, the 
better, it seems. Its purpose isn’t just selfserving entertainment, either. 
It’s his prescription for shifting paradigms. “Humor is how you change 
people’s opinions, humor is how you get people to listen, humor is how 
you don’t get beat up, humor is how you can kind of win, I think,” he said. 

Naturally, he’s sour on the often humorlessness of mainstream Hol- 
lywood, populated with people who he thinks take themselves to seri- 
ously (“When I hear Hollywood people talk about their ‘journey,’ I re- 
ally wanna gag.”). On the other side of the coin, he reviles humorless 
desperation, seeing right through people when they’re trying too hard 
to be weird or manufacturing a status as an outsider. “All the movies the 
critics say are John Waters-esque, I really think they’re horrible. Trying 
too hard, obviously just gross, but they’re not funny, they’re not witty, 
they don’t change anything by the joke,” he said. 

His inauthenticity radar is no surprise, because through conversing 
with and hearing Waters describe his friendships and connections with 
people, he stands out as a warm and affable person, contrary to the knee- 
jerk impression of him his bawdy movies might leave on a casual viewer. 

As a budding filmmaker in Baltimore, he befriended rejects and outli- 
ers, in turn picking up cast members for his movies in bars, like Edith 
Massey, and going on to work with them for the long haul. In 2014 he 
published his book Carsick, in which he hitches rides with total strang- 
ers across the country. In that book, he befriends a young Tea Party 
Republican, Brett Bidle, the seemingly polar opposite of uber-liberal 
Waters. Regardless, the two developed a lasting friendship (Waters at- 
tended Bidle’s wedding in 2018, plus said he stays in touch with nearly 
all of the other people who gave him rides). He seems equally drawn to 
“normal” people and weirdos who are subverting the norm, so long as 
there are equal parts humor, authenticity, and interesting traits. People 
who, unlike the Hollywood set, are likely pretty secure in themselves. 

I asked who he thinks is making the biggest splash these days and 
keeping alive the anarchic tradition of shocking the previous genera- 
tions. 

“I think hackers are the new juvenile delinquents. They’re shutting 
down businesses and shutting down governments for anarchy. I’m not 
saying I approve that, but I think that is probably the new rebel,” he 
answered. He called the dark web today’s countercultural underground, 
with just one glaring setback from the countercultural movements of 
the past. 

“The only problem with that is that they don’t have fashion, or they 
have bad posture. Usually juvenile delinquency causes a fashion trend, 
but hackers are just norm-core,” he said with a laugh. 

I point out my impression that a hacker fashion staple is the hoodie. 
Without missing a beat, Waters offers his own irreverent opinion on that. 

“Well, the Unabomber did that first. The Unabomber owns the hood- 
ie, come on.” 


Spoken like a wise Filth Elder. I 
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NEW YEAR, 


NEW 


GARDEN 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The 2020 Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show will run Feb. 26-March 1 and is in- 
spired by the talent and expertise of Min- 
nesota landscapers with this year's theme, 


“Gardens Through the Decades.” 


Spruce up your garden, whether indoors or out, with the 
tips and tricks of the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show. This 
year, the show will take place Feb. 26-March 1 and features 
a "Gardens Through the Decades” theme, which honors the 
work of landscapers all over Minnesota. With celebrity ap- 
pearances, including Dirty Jobs creator and host Mike Rowe, 
the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show is bringing the best of 
the best for all landscaping and home needs. 

*Rowe is scheduled to appear at the Minneapolis Home + 
Garden Show on Saturday, Feb. 29 at 11:30 a.m. His Leap Day 
presentation will focus on debunking the myths and misper- 
ceptions about the skilled trades and to help close the skills 
gap—an issue that directly impacts the home improvement 
industry. Rowe's appearance is sponsored by Lennox and 
Liberty Comfort Systems Heating and Cooling,” says Molly 
Steinke, who works in media & public relations for the Min- 
neapolis Home + Garden Show. 
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Dirty Jobs creator and 
host Mike Rowe will ap- 
pear at the Minneapolis 
Home + Garden Show. 
Photo by Michael Segal 


—— cU. 


The 2020 Minneapolis Home + Garden Show will run Feb. 26 to March 1 at 
the Minneapolis Convention Center. Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events 


This year's Minneapolis Home + Garden Show will have a "Gardens 
Through the Decades" theme. Photo courtesy of Marketplace Events 


In addition to traditional home and garden advice, this year’s 
show will also feature a Try a Trade booth, which will have ex- 
perts in plumbing, woodworking, electrical, HVAC, and other 
trades to provide hands-on experience for attendees. 

Other new exhibits include the Barking Lot, which features 
exhibitors selling everything you need for your furry friends. 
“Still looking for your next best friend? Ruff Start Rescue will be 
on site with dogs up for adoption,” Steinke adds. 

To involve some younger crowds, this year’s show will be 
displaying playhouses built by students from local high schools 
as part of their curriculum. All playhouses will be auctioned off 
with 100 percent of the proceeds going to Twin Cities Habitat 
for Humanity. 


For some home renovation inspiration, you'll 
want to check out ESP Homes' Idea Home, which 
will feature a “Forever Home" right inside the 
Convention Center. With everything from cus- 
tom cabinets to innovative built-ins and the new- 
est finds in furniture, accessories, and lighting 
design, all features of the Idea Home will show 
attendees how to create a happy and healthy en- 
vironment. Furnishings are provided by HOM 
Furniture and landscaping from The Garden By 
The Woods. 

"The feature gardens, with seven of the most 
talented landscapers from all over Minnesota, 
will be using the theme ‘Gardens Through the 
Decades' as inspiration. This year's landscapers 
are Bachman's, Holm and Olson Landscape De- 
sign & Construction, Landstyle Design & Con- 
struction, Mickman Brothers, NRD Landscape 
Design + Build, Oflora Gardens, and Stonewall 
Inc.," Steinke adds. 

'To spruce up the event with a little competi- 
tion, the Minneapolis Home + Garden Show will 
be featuring a Deck Wars, where four local deck 
companies will show attendees how they can take 
their decks to the next level. Sponsored by Tim- 
berTech, the builders will compete for the title of 
Deck Wars Champion. 

The Garden + Home Stage will feature pro- 
fessional planters and green-thumbs-in-training 
alike, Steinke says. “No matter your budget, 
style, or size of space, our experts will provide 
you with tips, tricks and inspiration to help make 
your gardening dreams a reality," she adds. 

An addition that several Minneapolis Home + 
Garden Show attendees have been anticipating is 
the Garden Market, which will allow attendees to 
shop around for garden products. It will feature 
the latest in flowers, other plants, and garden 
décor. 

Still have questions? Stop by the Pottery 
Barn booth to ask professional designers any 
questions or express style doubts you might be 
having. Bring your photos, paint swatches, and 
samples and take advantage of these complimen- 
tary one-on-one consultations. 

Overall, the Minneapolis Home + Garden 
Show is a welcome sight for all who cherish their 
homes and plants. Especially after a long, bleak 
winter. 

“I like to think the gardens are interactive— 
the smell and the color... such a welcome future 
sign of spring," says Steinke. 

Adult tickets are $12 online (discount cour- 
tesy of HomeServe) and $14 at the door, and tick- 
ets are $4 for children ages six to 12. Children 
five and under are free. Tickets are also available 
for a discounted price of $12 at local Cub Foods, 
Menards, or Bachman's stores. Metro Transit is 
offering free rides to and from the show on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 29 and Sunday, March 1. Free passes 
are available online. 

'To order tickets and learn the most up-to-date 
information, visit homeandgardenshow.com. I 


Minneapolis Home + Garden Show 
Minneapolis Convention Center 

1301 2nd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis 
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R | AD | | () Mingle offers kitchen and bath design, and interior design. Photo courtesy of Studio 
M Kitchen & Bath 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Mingle Kitchen and Bath Design Studio & 
Showroom, based in Plymouth, has ev- 
erything you need to remodel or redesign 
your home. 


When it comes to mingling with guests, whether they be old friends 
or new colleagues, there’s really no better place to do it than gathered 
around the kitchen, filling up your plates with hors d'oeuvres and your 
glasses with wine. But when your kitchen is nothing but a cramped cor- 
ner stuffed with outdated appliances and stained countertops, hosting 
an intimate dinner party or a competitive game night might quickly turn 
into a night out. 

But not if the talented team of designers at Mingle Kitchen & Bath 
Design Studio & Showroom has anything to do with it. 

Whether your home needs some interior refreshments or a serious 
facelift, Mingle Kitchen & Bath has the answers. Mingle, which operates 
Studio M Kitchen & Bath, has a team of interior designers with a variety 


of skills, making them an азге. џи апуопе shome remodel. Studio M Kitchen & Bath's designers assist with areas such as the kitchen, bathroom, 
“The concept for the Studio M Design Center originated from the laundry, entry, office, and recreation space. Photo courtesy of Studio M Kitchen & Bath 
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owners’ experience in building or remodeling their own properties 
of the years. They tired of lugging totes of samples from showroom 
to showroom, discussing their project all over again with each show- 
room’s product specialist and working to match what they already 
chose with the new selections,” says General Manager Kelly Davert. 
"They eventually suffered from what they called ‘showroom fatigue,’ 
which took all the fun out of the project. There had to be a better way.” 

Studio M Kitchen & Bath's award-winning designers are available 
for any updates needed in the kitchen or bathroom, but it doesn't stop 
there. They can assist with areas such as laundry, entry, office, recre- 
ation space, and even the garage. 

^We offer kitchen and bath design, interior design, and selection 
services, as well as a kitchen and bath ‘refresh’ service, which focuses 
primarily on countertop replacement," Davert says. 

Appointments for a showroom consultation can be arranged by 
calling or submitting your information through Mingle's website. Da- 
vert says you'll want to be sure to complete the new pre-appointment 
packet and bring it to your appointment. 

"Your preparation will help us learn more about your project 
ahead of time and be better prepared to make your consultation both 
productive and fun. After the initial consultation, if you choose to 
continue the process, we will collect a retainer and dig in! We gather 
information, take measurements, and work with you to finalize the 
design of your new space," she adds. 

One of Studio M Kitchen & Bath's designers, Emerson Kellogg, 
began working for the company in 2018 after graduating from the 
University of Minnesota's College of Design in 2016 with a degree in 
interior design. 
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A Brand 
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GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get skilled 
Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney Repair, Cedar 
Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even Solar options. 


At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of blending 
design, craftsmanship, with good customer service. And, we 
guarantee our work. 


We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows. 


Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis • Garlock-French.com 
MN License #BC001423 


any of our 
services 
with coupon 
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Emerson Kellogg. Photo courtesy of Studio M Kitchen & Bath 


“After completing internships in various design fields, I wasn’t quite 
sure what type of work I wanted to go into. While figuring out where 
my passion was, Itook a position at Lowe’s in the Kitchen and Bath de- 
partment as a Kitchen Designer,” Kellogg says. “While working there, I 
found a passion for helping people realize their dream spaces and bring 
them to life. I enjoy complex projects with lots of details and problem 
solving, so kitchen design is an obvious fit.” 

“Tve been working here ever since, and am loving every minute! It's 
truly a gift to be able to wake up every day and do what I love doing,” 
he adds. 

Kellogg, who is openly gay, says Studio M has “been nothing but ac- 
cepting and supportive of me since day one,” making it a safe and happy 
place to work in addition to his dream job. 

“Even in the hiring process, I never once felt that I couldn’t be my 
authentic self. That acceptance extends to our clients as well. We have 
clients from all walks of life and provide the same service to everyone, 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity,” Kellogg says. “I 
know everyone on this team, from owners to interns, is supportive of 
the LGBTQIA+ communities, which I feel is rare to find in a business.” 

Not only is feeling accepted and welcomed at work a necessity for 
Kellogg, but he says it is also important to represent the GLBT com- 
munity in the interior design industry. 

“Even though so much of the design world seems saturated with 
LGBT designers, it's still important to stay visible and keep that prog- 
ress moving forward. I know so many new young designers that feel 
they may not have a place in the field once they graduate,” Kellogg ex- 
plains. “With the current political and social climate, if we don’t create 
safe spaces for the next generation, our progress moves backwards.” 

When it comes to representing his design community in the GLBT 
community, Kellogg is doing just fine at that, too. Kellogg says the best 
tip he gives people when they pursue a remodeling project is to “plan, 
plan, plan.” 

“The best projects start with great planning and then execution. 
Most remodeling projects take longer than people expect, (and longer 
than they seem to on HGTV), and issues inevitably arise during con- 
struction,” he says. “But having a solid foundation of a great plan along 
with a skilled designer for executing the design means the project will 
go quicker, and issues will be greatly reduced... it's something you will 
never regret!” 

For more information about Mingle, visit www.mingleteam.com. I 
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RAISING THE 
ROOF WITH 
RENDA THE 

ROOFER 


"Im really just a Minnesota farm kid who learned how to work hard," 
contractor Renda Baird concludes...and, after a cursory examination of 
her resumé, it's hard to argue against the point. “I’ve had over fifty pay- 
ing jobs, including traveling with a carnival, selling wild life art door- 
to-door, working as a TV production assistant for the Country Music 
Association, and serving twelve years as a firefighter and emergency 
medical technician.” 

In 2010, that vibrant spectrum of variegated industry culminated in 
a way that was as specific as it was unexpected, becoming a rough-and- 
ready company named after its rough-and-ready creator. 

*Renda The Roofer specializes in exterior home repair and mainte- 
nance and seasonal emergency work,” Renda The Roofer says about 
Renda The Roofer. “Our mission is a Rapid Tactical Response with our 
RTR teams.” Roofing emergencies can be caused by a whole host of 
intrusions including fire, snow, wind, or animal attack—anything that 
leaves water infiltration in its wake. 

The best tactical response, naturally, is no response at all—that is, the 
sidestepping of roof damage in the first place. “Some exterior emergencies 
could have been prevented with a bit of planning and professional insight,” 
Baird reports. "We value helping educate homeowners in advance of an 
emergency. Working with us and helping homeowners understand the spe- 
cific needs of their home is both financially important and empowering.” 

That empowering can assume a form that's generally familiar... but 
surprising in the context of construction. “Our goal is to be a trainer for 
your home,” Baird explains. “Commonly, homeowners find themselves 
responding to emergencies and not planning ahead. We value helping 
educating homeowners in advance of an emergency.” 

Of course, “in advance” isn't always an option. “My ever-evolving 
business plan is designed to solve problems quickly and meet home- 
owner needs,” Baird assures. “As a licensed general contractor, it's our 
job to ensure every subcontractor that works on our homes works up to 
manufacturer standards, so I always tell people, we're only as good as 
our people that actually do the work.” 

Baird laments the lack of thought that usually precedes the choosing 
of a roofer, regardless of the circumstances. “You wouldn't trust any ran- 
dom person to look after your children or pets,” Baird points out. “Why 
would you trust one of life’s biggest financial investments, your home, to 
any random business that answers the phone?” 
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Renda Baird owns Renda The Roofer, which specializes in exterior home repair and 
maintenance. Photo by Sara Lechowich 


Although her organization’s work is anything but random, her or- 
ganization’s label kinda is. “Some ask how we landed on the company 
name,” Baird reveals. “The name stuck when I would always say, ‘Hi, 
Im Renda The Roofer’ as I met homeowners to talk about their home 
projects. This greeting is a non-threatening and yet ‘get it done’ style that 
homeowners seems to relate to.” 

While most of Baird’s duties revolve around construction, one less-of- 
ficial duty revolves around destruction... the destruction of stereotypes. 
“This visual presence may push some mindsets and break through a 
few social constructs of what women can do,” she asserts. “Ultimately, 
we want young girls and women to know they can do anything that they 
wish to do.” 

Baird continues: “Representation matters. Young girls and boys need 
to see women doing construction. Being a female-owned business in the 
construction field has pluses and minuses. I do think that, as a woman, 
I've had to work harder to prove I know what Im doing. Showing up as a 
LGBTQ women-owned business in a male-dominated field is important.” 

Such representation is a statement that can be made by both roofer 
and customer. “If supporting women-owed or LGBTQ business is impor- 
tant to a [Lavender Magazine] reader, we encourage them to make that 
part of their selection process when hiring a contractor,” Baird says. "We 
support hiring companies, such as ours, that both value the homeowner 
and will speak to your personal values.” 

Baird's own code of conduct demand that she remain true to her 
rural roots. *Growing up and working on the family farm gave me farm 
girl values,” Baird proclaims. “A farm girl is loyal, hardworking, trust- 
worthy, and committed to community. These traits, it turns out, suit the 
construction business perfectly. ” 

And they require just as much structure as a re-jiggered roof. "These 
farm girl values are the basis of every decision for my company,” Renda 
The Roofer insists. “We work with local contractors that live up to our 
high ethics. At Renda The Roofer, we are committed to living our values 
in everything that we do—from how we interact with our homeowners 
and team members to our subcontractors and the community.” I 


Renda The Roofer 

612-508-9396 
www.facebook.com/WindowsSidingRoofing 
rendatheroofer.com 
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OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING I BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Just Keep Growing, Just Keep Growing... 


The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum offers opportunities for seniors to continue growing and expanding their 
knowledge in gardening and horticulture classes and workshops. 


Calling all plant people: The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, known 
for its lush displays, protected natural areas, horticultural research, and 
education, offers gardening and horticulture classes and workshops for 
people of all ages, including seniors. 

Founded in 1958, The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is a mem- 
ber-driven nonprofit organization featuring more than 1,200 acres of 
gardens, rare plant collections, and accessible walking paths perfect for 
every nature lover. For the second time in three years, The Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum, part of the University of Minnesota's College of 
Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Sciences, was named the 2019 
Best Botanical Garden by USA Today. 

"Every year, more than 55,000 children participate in Arboretum 
education programs, including field trips, Plantmobile classes, and sum- 
mer camps. Adult classes and lectures attract nearly 4,000 participants 
annually,” says Susie Hopper, public relations and media specialist for 
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. *Honeycrisp, SweetTango, First 
Kiss, and Zestar! apples were all developed at The Arboretum, along with 
more than 98 cold-hardy fruit introductions. Cold-hardy grape research 
at the Arboretum has inspired Minnesota's burgeoning wine industry 
with the introduction of new grape breeds, including Marquette, Fronte- 
nac, La Crescent, and Itasca.” 

For adults interested in learning more about nature or growing their 
own indoor or outdoor plants, The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s 
classes will not disappoint. The Arboretum offers a full range of classes 
for adults in horticulture and gardening, fine arts and crafts, food and 
wine, pollinators, photography, nature appreciation, and birding. 

Because seniors make up the majority of The Arboretum’s adult 
classes, they’re a great way for seniors to meet friends and avoid feel- 
ings of loneliness, especially in the winter when going out and about is 
a major feat. 

“Seniors enjoy and participate in all of our class offerings. Seniors are 
the majority in most classes,” Hopper says of The Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum's abundance of adult classes and workshops. 

While there are all sorts of classes ranging in a variety of topics, in- 
cluding winemaking, art, and culinary options, the bulk of The Arbore- 
tum’s courses tend to relate back to one major theme: nature. 

“We offer a full range of classes, but in gardening specifically, there 
are classes on houseplants, sustainable lawns, kitchen gardening, Min- 
nesota native orchids, rare plant conservation, growing shiitake mush- 
rooms, and more," Hopper adds. 

Not only are the gardening and horticulture classes of The Arbore- 
tum an easy way to meet other people and enjoy nature, but they are 
backed by real expertise in all areas that are taught. Not only do arbo- 
retum staff members teach, but they bring in a wide assortment of com- 
munity experts who lead the classes, including many University of Min- 
nesota professors with unique knowledge and specialties. 

“Classes are most affordable for our members. Annual memberships 
start at $60 and give the member free admission year-round plus a deep 
discount on all classes. There is a wide range of prices for classes and 
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The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum offers a full range of classes for adults in horti- 
culture and gardening. Photo by Jason Boudreau-Landis 


lectures, from $10 to more than $100 for a full day workshop like Get 
Growing, where the participant decides on modules they want to take,” 
Hopper says. 

In addition to its many classes and workshops, nature lovers can get 
involved at The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum through its various 
volunteering options, which start with attending an orientation, training, 
and becoming an Arboretum member. 

Volunteers can participate in education, working with the more than 
40,000 students from around the Twin Cities metro who visit each year; 
the Arboretum Ambassador Program, which entails wearing a green 
vest and carrying a radio, maps, and leaflets to help guide visitors; the 
Arboretum Guides Program, where volunteers lead groups through the 
gardens; the Art Department, specifically in assisting with the Adult Art 
Education program; Children's Garden, where volunteers work with 
children to use and maintain the garden; Native Plant Restoration, which 
emphasizes sustainability; and many more. 

So whether you're a nature novice or a wildlife whiz, The Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum has something for every senior to get involved. 

For more information about The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum or 
to sign up for classes, workshops, or volunteering, visit www.arboretum. 
umn.edu. I 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather Stuff, 
Leather Memories 


How much leather “stuff” do you have? If 
you're new to the leather/BDSM/fetish com- 
munity, you probably are just starting to collect 
things and experiences. If you've been part of 
the scene for some time, you probably have 
accumulated a larger amount of leather stuff. 
Because I have been hanging around this com- 
munity for a long time, I have accumulated a 
lot of leather stuff—and experiences to go with 
the stuff, and memories prompted by the stuff. 

All this thinking about leather “stuff” has 
been prompted by the fact that after 19 years 
living in one place, my partner Bill and I recent- 
ly moved to a new place—during the Christmas 
and New Year's holiday season, no less. It was 
not the ideal way to spend the holidays, but it 
turned out there was a symbolic connection be- 
tween the holidays and the process of moving. 
(Spoiler: Both involve presents.) 

When one lives in the same residence for 
a long time—say, 19 years—one tends to ac- 
cumulate a lot of stuff. When one is a packrat, 
as is your humble columnist, one tends to ac- 
cumulate even more stuff than usual. The pro- 
cess of moving—packing everything in the old 
place, hauling it to the new place, unpacking 
it, and trying to figure out where it goes—has 
been a good way to reacquaint myself with all 
the stuff I have accumulated over the years. It 
has made me appreciate both the stuff and the 
memories that go with that stuff. 

At one point it occurred to me that it was 
perhaps appropriate that this move was hap- 
pening during the holidays. Unpacking all the 
boxes, and literally unwrapping everything 
that had been so carefully wrapped in packing 
paper and placed in the moving boxes, was a 
weird but wonderful allegory to the Christmas 
holiday. Everything I unwrapped became like a 
present. Boxes and boxes of presents! And the 
memories that came to mind as I unwrapped 
each thing were very nice presents as well. 

Here is some of the stuff I unwrapped and 
some of the memories attached to that stuff. 

— Trophies, presenter plaques and me- 
mentos from various leather club runs and 
other events. Here is a sword from a Knights 
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of Leather Tournament run. Here's a wooden 
paddle signed by the members of the Atons of 
Minneapolis, a prize from a game at an Atons 
Gopher run. Here are various door prizes from 
runs and chili feeds presented by the Black 
Guard of Minneapolis. And here are mugs with 
the colors of the gone-but-not-forgotten Minne- 
sota Storm Patrol. 

—Leather vests, pants and other clothing— 
and most of it still fits. Here's my first leather 
vest—the first place I wore it was a concert at 
Orchestra Hall. (A bittersweet memory: The 
person I attended that concert with is no lon- 
ger with us.) Here's my second leather vest, 
the formal one with the lapels that I bought at 
the Minnesota State Fair. 

—My first pair of boots. My second and 
third pairs of boots. The tall lumberjack boots 
that were the wrong size for someone else but 
the right size for me. 

— The heavy chrome metal-mesh belt I 
found at The Leatherman NYC in New York 
when I was just starting out in leather. I wore it 
happily even though it shredded the linings of 
a leather jacket and a leather vest. 

—Leather art, framed and unframed, cre- 
ated by a variety of artists. Here is a black-and- 
gray-and-white engraving of a barefoot reclin- 
ing man, wearing a harness and leather pants. 
I bought it on the patio of the San Francisco 
Eagle when I was competing in the Internation- 
al Mr. Drummer contest in 1994. It hung over 
the fireplace mantel in the den in our last place. 
'The new place doesn't have a fireplace, so I'm 
not sure where I'm going to put it now. But ГЇЇ 
find a place. 

—The crystal Pantheon of Leather Large 
Event of the Year award for the Leather Lead- 
ership Conference held in the Twin Cities in 
2007. I have it because I was head of the local 
host committee, but it really belongs to ev- 
eryone on that committee and everyone who 
helped with the event. 

—My IML medallion from when I judged 
the contest in 2002. 

—Books! Books about leather, leatherfolk, 
leather history, and leather activities and tech- 


niques. (Oh, and a few copies of the book I 
wrote that I just happen to have lying around.) 

—Leather keepsakes. The art-glass heart in 
the leather pouch given to me by former head 
judge of the International Mr. Leather (IML) 
contest, Thom Dombkowski (who is no longer 
with us). The leather-bound journal given to 
me by fellow leather writer and columnist Rob- 
ert Davolt (who is no longer with us). 

— Photos! Boxes of photo prints and nega- 
tives from the pre-digital era, as well as boxes 
of CDs, DVDs and hard drives containing thou- 
sands of digital photos. 

—My collection of run pins and patches 
going back to the mid-1990s. That box is quite 
heavy. One of these days I must get those pins 
out of the box and put them on a denim overlay. 

—Magazines! From the days when every- 
thing wasn't online. I don't have every issue of 
Drummer ever published, but I have most of 
them. I also have various copies of Bear, Hon- 
cho, The Leather Journal—as well as multiple 
copies of every issue of Lavender Magazine 
(645 issues and counting!). 

—Ephemera. That's the five-buck word for 
posters, program booklets, tickets, and other 
eventrelated stuff. If I attended an event, I 
saved the program booklet, so by now I have 
quite a collection. I still enjoy going through 
them and reliving these events. When I'm done 
with it, I expect it will all go to the Leather Ar- 
chives & Museum in Chicago. 

—Tapes. More specifically, boxes of cas- 
sette tapes containing live recordings of many 
of the leather events I have attended including 
every International Mr. Leather contest since, I 
think, 1997. There are also tapes of every inter- 
view I have done for this column. 

In the not-too-distant future I hope the in- 
terview tapes will form the basis of my second 
book. And again, when I am done with them, 
they will be added to the collection of the 
Leather Archives & Museum. 

These are a few of the things I have un- 
packed so far. I'm still unpacking as I write this. 
I hope I am finished unpacking by the time you 
read this—but I might not be. I 
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Deserted: Retelling Bible Stories Without an 
Angry God 


Nathan Roberts 
Resource Publications 
$19 


Nathan Roberts is a pastor in Minneapolis, the author of Poor 
Millionaires: The Village Boy Who Walked to the Western World 
and the American Boy Who Followed Him Home and founding 
editor of The Salt Collective. Deserted recasts well-known Bible 
stories without the Book's overarching presence of a jealous and 
angry deity. The serpent in the garden, the building of an Ark, 
Moses and the flight from Egypt, are retold as stories that place 
man—and woman—as the generator of actions for which they 
alone are accountable. "Doctor Leviticus” as an obsessive record- 
keeper, charting symptoms of all who come to him, demanding 
scrupulous cleanliness of himself and others, in a heroic effort to 
ward off a deadly plague. Food for thought today as well. 


Broken Stars: Contemporary Chinese Science 
Fiction in Translation 


Translated by Ken Liu 
Tor 
$27.99 


Noted author and translator Ken Liu, who also edited and 
translated Tor’s Invisible Planets, here presents sixteen more 
science fiction and fantasy stories by Chinese authors. For read- 
ers who have not yet ventured into the realm of Sino-SF, Broken 
Stars offers a wide range of explosive new worlds and thoughts. 
Three additional essays explore the history of Chinese science 
fiction genre publishing, a look at Chinese fandom today, and 
how the burgeoning science fiction market has influenced writ- 
ers. Stories include “Moonlight,” by Liu Cixin, author of Hugo- 
winning The Three-Body Problem (first in Remembrance of 
Earth’s Past trilogy), Han Song’s “Salinger and the Koreans,” 
and Hao Jingfang’s "The New Year's Train.” From time-travel to 
cyberpunk, satire to hard science fiction, there's a tale for every 
taste. 


TEE VES 


AND THE 


ING CLUBS 


А DETECTIVE KUDU MYSTER 


Jeeves and the King of Clubs 


Ben Schott 
Little, Brown and Co. 
$27 


It's not only test of devotion, but an act of derring-do, to 
author a “novel in homage” to the Master, PG. Wodehouse, 
one centering on Jeeves and the feckless Bertie Wooster. 
Ben Schott, ГЇЇ say without further ado, pulls it off. Here's 
the labyrinthine plot lines, the suave hauteur of Jeeves, 
and the presence of aunts— the more benign Dahlia, not 
the ravening Agatha, and something Bertie surrender to 
obtain Jeeves's succor. Along with Bertie's Drones Club, 
Schott reveals the depth and breadth of Jeeves's Junior 
Ganymede, where valets keep copious notes on employers 
and aid to the government under code names. Bertie's, we 
find, is the King of Clubs, while Jeeves, who will not explain 
why, or for whom, is the King of Hearts. 


Facets of Death 


Michael Stanley 
Poisoned Pen Press 
$15.99 


It's always interesting to learn more about an old ac- 
quaintance, especially about the early life of an old friend 
like David (Kubu) Bengu, of the Botswana Criminal Inves- 
tigation Department. Team Michael Stanley introduced 
Kubu through six earlier novels, but here we see Kubu as a 
young man, resented by some colleagues for his direct step 
from university into the force, as eager to solve the mystery 
of airport baggage-handling theft as to catch murderers in 
a high-carat diamond-fueled heist. Even as a neophyte, Ku- 
bu's ever-methodical mind makes connections that others, 
whether in haste or sloth, overlook. Mother Amantle and 
father Wilmon appear, as well as Joy Serome, a young Ser- 
vice Records clerk, whose smile wreaks havoc on Kubu's 
orderly mind. Charming. Harrowing. An excellent read. I 
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BUSINESS | BY CHRIS TARBOX | PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Building Workplace 
Inclusion With Rainbow ERGS 


As our societal and economic landscape 
evolves, it's paramount for businesses to look 
out for their employees and offer them both 
personal and professional support, as well as to 
ensure that their work environment is inclusive 
and welcoming. 

Employee resource groups (ERGs) are an 
excellent means of offering this network of 
social support for employees, with many work- 
places being home to various ERGs, including 
those for women, members of the military, peo- 
ple of color, and members of the GLBT com- 
munity. Many businesses in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area boast vibrant ERG support 
networks for employees of various sexual ori- 
entations and gender identities. 

Electronics retailer Best Buy has been 
strong in supporting its GLBT employees with 
its Pride Employee Resource Group, which 
was founded in 2004. 

“The ERGs were just kind of emerging; at 
the time, they were called Business Employee 
Networks,” said Pride ERG Chair Shawn Wim- 
berly. 

Wimberly said that the Pride ERG started 
because of a need to elevate voices in the work- 
place. 

“I think some of the groundwork that the 
Women's ERG really kind of paved gave us an 
opportunity to really focus on," said Wimberly. 
"The platform enabled employees of Best Buy 
to have more or less a social network to feel 
comfortable, that they could connect with 
others similar to themselves, and to start re- 
ally creating a strong ally network. And that's 
something that we're really focused on here." 

Wimberly said that networking is a major 
resource that the ERG provides members, not- 
ing that not only is it a great way to meet people 
from other business units, but also people from 
other backgrounds and identities, particularly 
people of varying sexual orientations and gen- 
der identities. Wimberly also said that the ERG 
is focused on professional development. 

"How do we use those networks to men- 


Members of Best Buy's Pride ERG, from left: workforce lead Ngowo Nasah; ERG chair Shawn Wimberly; community 
lead Luke Austing; workforce lead Emily Finn; workplace lead Alyssa Marschner 


tor?" said Wimberly. *How do we use those 
networks to help elevate all of our membership 
into the positions and careers they want to be 
with? And what do we do to retain that talent?" 

Wimberly continues by stating that the 
ERGs are about making sure people feel that 
they belong. 

“The worst thing that anybody can feel 
is like they're an outcast, they're an outsider, 
they're not valued, they're not heard, they're 
not seen," said Wimberly. “And for us to be able 
to provide that space as an ERG, to make sure 
that everybody's voice is valued, it's incredibly 
important for us to do that. That's the way we 
get ahead from a business standpoint, that's the 
way we get ahead from a human standpoint." 

In the last year and a half, Best Buy's Pride 
ERG launched a Workplace Transition and 
Gender Identity Toolkit, a resource meant to 
help all employees of Best Buy foster an inclu- 
sive and respectful environment for those who 


identify as transgender or gender diverse. Best 
Buy's Pride ERG has also worked with or sup- 
ported several GLBT-friendly organizations 
over the years, including YouthLink Minneso- 
ta, Gay For Good, Twin Cities Quorum, and the 
Avenues for Homeless Youth. 

Voya Financial is another company that is 
highly dedicated to looking out for its employ- 
ees with employee resources groups. 

“Voya helps Americans plan, invest and pro- 
tect their savings so they can retire better," said 
Voya's Minneapolis LGBTQ + Allies ERG chair 
Jason Bryan. “We offer retirement products and 
services, investment management and employ- 
ee benefits, which are the kind of group life and 
disability policies, health savings and spending 
accounts that are offered by employers." 

According to ERG co-chair Anita Larson, 
Voya rebranded in 2014, previously having op- 
erated as ING U.S. 

"It was a real good point for us to reassess 
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Members of Voya Financial's Minneapolis LGBTQ & Allies ERG, from left: ERG chair Jason Bryan; co-chair Anita 


Larson; member Nora McNary 


what we were doing with employee resource 
groups,” said Larson. “So it’s been going strong 
pretty much since day one.” 

“ERGs, in general, are just important [and] 
play a role in how we welcome people into the 
company, educate our workforce,” said Bryan. 
“It helps us also as a tool for recruitment, to 
refer people into the company, and advance our 
business areas... for customers and commu- 
nity relations.” 

Bryan said that Voya’s GLBT employee 
resource group drives diversity and inclusion 
across the company, engaging employees to 
foster an inclusive and welcoming environ- 
ment. 

“This ERG specifically really gives us a 
community for LGBTQ employees [and] allies, 
where everybody can feel comfortable and be 
authentic,” said Bryan. 


Larson said that the ERG started with get- 
togethers in the form of a social hour. 

“As things progressed, rather than using it 
as a social hour, we actually started bringing 
people in from the outside to talk about their 
particular organizations,” said Larson. “We’ve 
had people in from Clare Housing, The Alive- 
ness Project. And they're just really super 
popular.” 

Bryan mentioned that the ERG has been 
involved in charitable events such as Dining 
Out For Life, and clothing drives for The Arise 
Project and The Aliveness Project. 

“We’ve also had an annual holiday event 
with volunteer activities,” said Bryan. “We build 
snack packs for homeless youth, and those go 
to one of the agencies that support homeless 
youth, including LGBTQ.” 

“Personally, I think it just really demon- 


Here are some more Twin Cities- 
area businesses that offer employee 
resource groups for GLBT employees: 

3M e Allianz • Allina Health e 
Amazon • Ameriprise • Andersen 
Corporation ¢ Blue Cross Blue Shield 

• Cargill e Eaton • Ecolab • EY • 

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
• General Mills e Hormel e KPMG 

• Land O’ Lakes * Mayo Clinic * 
McKinsey & Company • RBC Wealth 

Management • SAP • Securian ® 
Target • Thrivent e Travelers e Wells 

Fargo * Xcel Energy 

We are modifying this list of busi- 
ness ERGs as is needed. If your lo- 
cal business has a GLBT employee 
resource group you'd like to add to 
the list, please send the information 
to managing editor Chris Tarbox, at 
chris@lavendermagazine.com. 


strates to the community—both your employ- 
ees and then the people they know and network 
with—that this company is really committed to 
diversity and inclusion, is really welcoming to 
LGBTQ employees and allies,” Bryan contin- 
ued. “Voya as a company is really committed 
to helping all the communities where we live 
and work and do business and look for clients 
and business relationships. So we want to carry 
that forward through our ERGs and other di- 
versity efforts.” 

According to Bryan, Voya's ERG started a 
national partnership last year with workplace 
advocacy organization Out & Equal, with 
some of Уоуаз ERG members from across 
the country going to Out & Equal’s confer- 
ence. Voya will continue that relationship and 
see what kinds of opportunities it brings in 
the future. I 
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OUR RIDES | BY RANDY STERN 


The Newest ERG In The Twin Cities: 
WALSER’S DRIVE WITH PRIDE 


When a company welcomes a new employ- 
ee resource group, the question is asked as to 
their motivation in doing so. 

In the case of the Walser Automotive Group, 
it comes down to simple encouragement for 
their 1,850 employees—to bring “your whole 
self to work.” 

Walser is one of top automotive retail 
groups in the U.S. They operate 31 locations 
in two states: Minnesota and Kansas. Based in 
Edina, Minnesota, Walser has become one of 
the first, if not the first, automotive retail entity 
to sponsor an ERG for their GLBT employees. 

According to Sherry Schultz, the Chief Hu- 
man Resources Officer at Walser, the new ERG 
“Drive With Pride” was an outgrowth of anoth- 
er ERG for their female employees. Seeing the 
success of Women of Walser, Schultz explains 
that the company “talked about the fact that 
real inclusion means that we begin to edu- 
cate and embrace the differences in the work 
group. There were suggestions from our folks 
as to other resource groups or the celebration 
of these differences that they would like to see 
and [GLBT] was the one that emerged.” 

“We listened to what our employees ask us,” 
said Schultz. “When they say this is important 
to us, we take our cues from them.” 

However, Schultz affirmed that Drive With 
Pride is in its infancy and that the company is 
looking inward first among its people before 
creating new efforts beyond Walser’s campus- 
es. However, she explains that the ERG could 
provide “internal support, employee assistance 
programs geared towards supporting [GLBT] 
and family members. It could be a benefit and 
healthcare reform, different things that we’re 
looking at with our healthcare providers to ed- 
ucate and advocate for hormone replacement 
therapy and different things that we’re working 
with our providers to understand. It could mean 
defining policy and pronoun usage, which is re- 
ally important to many of our folks and being 
sensitive to those differences as you transition 
into real deep understanding and education is 
part of what I hope this resource group does.” 

Last fall, Walser hosted a launch event in 
Minneapolis for Drive With Pride. Ninety peo- 
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Jon Perrone. Photo courtesy of Walser Automotive Group 


ple were in attendance from across the com- 
pany to celebrate the dawn of a new ERG. This 
was good news to Walser recruiter Jon Per- 
rone, who is now the President of Drive With 
Pride for the Minnesota locations. “Our launch 
event had just shy of a hundred people there 
from all divisions, all areas,” said Perrone, “and 
it was really neat to see the people who raised 
their hands and wanting to be part of this.” 

Even with a successful launch event, Per- 
rone has his work cut out to lead the ERG from 
Walser’s headquarters throughout its 18 deal- 
ership and five service centers across the Twin 
Cities and Southern Minnesota. 

“A lot of people [are] coming out try to find 
out more about what it is and what our purpose is 
and mission,” said Perrone, “Which we're still ex- 
actly finding out what our vision is for 2020. [The 


Drive with Pride members want to know] what 
the newly elected board’s vision is, but Га prob- 
ably say the interest is hundreds of people want- 
ing to know what’s kind of in it for them? What it 
means for them personally, but also their career.” 

Ultimately, Perrone sees Drive With Pride 
as a place for Walser’s GLBT employees to 
“bring their whole selves to work.” The first 
step for Walser’s ERG is to be an internal re- 
source, especially when not everyone who 
are either out or questioning their orientation 
and identity. “We want to be able to be that 
resource,” Perrone explains, “and provide re- 
sources to them, and maybe point them in the 
right direction towards things, so we really 
want provide a really good network as well of 
resources [for Walser’s] people, but also in 
digital resources, and from articles, and pro- 


BY RANDY STERN 


fessionals in that through our employee assis- 
tance program, and programs that we have ac- 
cess to through our healthcare programs, and 
stuff like that as well.” 

By looking internally first, Walser is start- 
ing to look at how they would execute their 
ideas this year. 

The one question we ask of any ERG is 
whether they have the support of their upper 
management. Schultz stated that Walser CEO 
Andrew Walser supports the new ERG as “an 
advocate.” Andrew’s sister, Nancy Warner, Di- 
rector ofthe Walser Foundation, is the execu- 


tive sponsor of this ERG, according to Schultz. 
At Walser, this is just a start. They need 
some time to get organized and start their ini- 
tial stages of implementing their ERG for their 
with its GLBT employees across the group, R | D E 
this may be another place for us to shop for a 


GLBT employees. What will come next will 
newor pre-owned vehicle. I Image courtesy of Walser Automotive Group 


take some time. 

However, Walser started something unique 
in this part of the automotive industry. Maybe 
this could become a trend at other automotive 
retail groups? 

Knowing that Walser is starting to engage 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising @lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOGIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


GOLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

2101 Hennepin Ave. 5., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 824-6464 

www.oneheartland.org 


32 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 13-26, 2020 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
wwwJustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & GOMMUNIGATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of "Fresh Fruit", the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 капа Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 зга Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater – 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington 51. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover 51. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 5., Suite 501 

51. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior 51., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, 
and other resources for runaway and 
homeless youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www. bridgeforyouth.org 
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International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


AGGOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVIGES 


REAL ESTATE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
. Operated Since 1950 


ÆR 
(MAGEN 5 2252) 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


DENTISTS 


Dent МУ 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Calltoday! 612-225-2441 


Ari Lederman, DDS | General Dentist 
Invisalign® Certified 
Medical Arts Building, Suite 425 
www.dentalartsofminneapolis.com Ej 


Contact Peter at 
Ë (612) 875-6747 
"T www:fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto · Home · Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 78 5 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com | 


mel "y 


Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


GUN SHOPS 


Sight-in Package 


Dost 


B у $50* 


iwa. 


HOME SERVIGES 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Minnesota’s Plumbing 
& HVAC Contractors 


PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


Fran Bieganek 
MS, Licensed Psychologist 
franbieganektherapy.com 


Support for LGBTQ Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 


Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
elizabeth@cypressroadltc.com 
(612) 718-3966 


REAL ESTATE 


Nene, Гат 


COLDWELL BANKER 


19580 


612.387.3985 


CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
® © CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY Properties 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 

Ray Mohr 
Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


On bhe Level Travel 


— Your warm weather ` 


destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 


TREE SERVICE 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE | 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 61 2-706-8210 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


OUT OF LEFT FIELD 


Dear Gentle Reader: The following is about 
a breast cancer scare. Please feel free to pass on 
reading if there’s a risk of this triggering a nega- 
tive emotional reaction. I care about you! -Ellie 

It was forty-one hours of personal hell— 
the kind that’s marked by absolute worst-case 
thoughts. 

First, some background. 

A thing about womanhood is that I “get” to 
have annual pelvic exams along with an every- 
other-year mammogram—so far, I've had sev- 
eral mammograms, all negative, since transi- 
tioning genders in 2009. 

For the fifty-two years that I presented as a 
man, I had no clue about what a woman experi- 
ences with a mammogram; after all, there’s no 
such thing as a “penisgram.” 

To undergo a mammogram requires stand- 
ing half-naked next to a machine that has a 
narrow, chest-high shelf. As you grab the ma- 
chine with your right or left hand—depending 
on which breast—a female technician pulls the 
breast forward onto the shelf. There can be a 
lot of manipulation to get the breast properly 
positioned; eventually, a plastic tray is lowed 
onto the breast squeezing it tight. This effec- 
tively creates a vise that holds the breast in 
place. The technician then steps away to a con- 
sole and hits a button. 

“Don’t breathe” is the command while the 
mammography machine whirs and finally 
clicks. 

The vise releases, and you finally get to 
breathe. However, you’re not done; the tech 
returns to reposition your other hand/arm and 
breast for a repeat procedure. 

Overall, it’s cold, calculated, and extremely 
disquieting. Yet, hundreds of millions of wom- 
en do this every year. 

Now the story. 

I went for a mammogram on a recent 
Wednesday morning. Without getting too rich, 
it’s always a bit challenging given my implants; 
still, I thought everything went fine. 

At 3:51 on that Wednesday afternoon, the 
mammography center telephoned. The call 
was totally and completely out of left field. 

“Ellen, we need you to return for a follow-up 
mammogram. When can you come in?” 

The words slammed against my brain. Oh 
crap! 

“Why? What did they find?” 

“There’s an unexpected density on your left 
breast. The radiologist wants to take another 
look at it.” 

“Really?” 

The call launched a day and a half of my leg- 
endary world-class worrying and worst-casing. I 
woke up at 2:43 on Thursday morning and ran to 
the end of the earth in my head. Before long—still 
all in my head— had revised my will, planned for 
how certain belongings would be handed off, and 
calculated how much my two adult daughters 
might get from my limited assets. 
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Somehow, despite my worrying, I made 
it to 8:45 Friday morning when I again stood 
in front of the mammogram vise—this time, 
a 3-D version. The tech—trained to deal with 
“special cases"—repeatedly positioned my left 
breast into the vice. Once more, I heard the 
command, “Don’t breathe,” while the contrap- 
tion did its work. 

The tech knew her stuff but didn’t crack 
a smile the entire time. That was particularly 
noteworthy when she said, “The radiologist 
will look at these films and then talk to you.” 

To wait for the radiologist, I was led to 
a room where I was alone with just my gut- 
churning fears. After a long twenty minutes, 
instead of the radiologist, another tech came 
for me; this time, I needed a breast ultrasound. 

As I laid flat on a table with my left arm 
pulled way up over my head, this tech rubbed a 
nozzle across my left breast and arm pit. After 
several minutes of deafening silence, the tech 
asked, “Are you okay with your arm that way?” 

I answered: “My arm is fine. But I’m not 
okay.” 

The tech said nothing in response. Not a 
thing. 

A minute later, I heard, “I’m going to take 
the images to the radiologist, and then he will 
come in.” 

The tech left the room. What remained, sit- 
ting beside me, were dread and despair. 

A long five minutes passed and then a 
man—the radiologist—entered. He advised 
that he would repeat the ultrasound personally. 
Once again, I had a cold nozzle pressed against 
my left breast and arm pit while the radiologist 
remained emotionless. 

He shut off the ultrasound and asked, “Do 
you want to see what we’ve found?” 

A part of me wanted to scream, Oh God no! 

I pushed out, “Yes.” 

Pointing to a black and white image on a 
computer screen, the radiologist advised, “On 
Tuesday, we saw this spot.” 

I looked and saw a small circle on the out- 
line of my breast. 

As he shifted to several different images, 
the radiologist said, “However, today I don’t 
see anything.” He then added, “I think you’re 
fine. Come back in a year.” 

I wasn’t at all prepared for good news. The 
words, “*F**king yes!”, shot out of my mouth. 
I know, it wasn’t very feminine or “ladylike.” 

Still, it was all that I could say after being 
so vividly reminded of what it means to now 
finally live as a woman. I 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: А Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter@ 


gmail.com. 
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ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
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